Abdominal aortic aneurysm resection following cholecystectomy and heart transplantation. Case report.
The case of a patient who underwent heart transplantation and cholecystectomy in 1993 and admitted for resection of abdominal aortic aneurysm in May 1997, is reported. About 25 minutes after unclamping the abdominal aorta the patient s blood pressure fell suddenly to 70/40 mmHg. In spite of vigorous fluid administration and infusion of Dopamine and Adrenaline the hemodynamic pattern returned to normal only 15 minutes later. The authors discuss the possible explanations of this behaviour (mesenteric traction syndrome, hypovolemia) and conclude that heart transplant patients are particularly affected by hypotension. Of paramount importance remains therefore the correct evaluation of adequate filling pressures which should be maintained slightly above normal range.